FUNDRAISING IDEAS

Hopefully these ideas inspire you with creative and practical ways to raise money for your Aslan Adventure.   Be creative and modify these ideas until they suit the needs of your group.  The keys to these fund-raisers are good preparation, good publicity, and somehow promoting friendly competition among the members of the congregation. 


Window Cleaners Extraordinaire   Sell your window cleaning services to people in the church for $20 a small house, $30 or $40 for a large house.  Make sure you take long brushes for the top story.  Spend all day one Saturday cleaning in groups of 4 or 5.

  Flower Sale   Sell flowers to church members to be used during a church service one Sunday.  The buyers can pick up their flowers after the service.  You could also set up a small flower stand and sell flowers to passer-bys.

Theme dinners (50’s, 60’s, 70’s, UFO’s, Sports, Football, etc.)  Pull out all the stops! Sell tickets for a modest price and gather as much "theme" equipment from families, friends, and thrift stores to keep your costs to a minimum.  You might try a holiday theme dinner out of season-- St. Patrick's Day dinner in January, Christmas in March, etc.  

Baby-sitting (Parents night/day out)  On a Friday or a Saturday evening, or even for a whole Saturday, staff the nursery and the church playground with youth.  Have them plan and lead games, lead crafts, etc.  Parents will gladly pay for this service because it is for such a good cause. Works great around Christmas or any other busy season.  

Gigantic Garage Sale.  Publicize it well in the newspapers and in the congregation.  When deciding where to have it, remember location, location, location.  Have all congregation members clean out their garages and donate stuff.  People will give large ticket items if the group keeps only 50% of the profit from the big items (i.e. Cars, motorcycles, etc.).

Keep the Congregation informed.  Find a visual way to record your financial progress and update it weekly.  Also, regular reports keep the congregation involved with the group right until the end.

“Change the world with change.”  Have the whole congregation bring in their spare change and store it somewhere-- maybe 5 gallon water jugs in the back of the sanctuary.  Think of a way to get people competing for weight (pennies are better) and/or for amount (dimes are better).   Allow people to put in bills, but take them to a bank and get change.  Have a huge change counting party.  (A goal may be 5 pounds of change per youth, or the pastor’s weight in change).

 “Free” car wash.  Location, location, location.  Explain why you are doing the car wash and accept donations.  Publicize this with the congregation as well.

Manual Labor Auction.  Use a flat rate or auction your youth off.  Rent them on a Sunday to work the following Saturday.  Kids are usually more comfortable being auctioned off in pairs.

CD and Tape sale.  Get the whole church (including the youth) to give up the music they no longer listen to and have a stall at a flea market or near a busy store and sell them.

Junk A Yard.  Announce to your congregation that for $20, they can sponsor a "yard junking" of another congregation member. The "junk" should be tacky lawn ornaments and goofy stuff (flamingos are great).  Keep all the junk in one location so that you can go clutter a yard and put it all in one lawn.  Offer "junk insurance" to the person whose yard has been junked for $21 and then remove the junk right away.  Otherwise, keep the lawn décor at the person's house for 24-48 hours with a sign saying "Fund Raiser for Your Church Name."  You can junk 4-5 houses a week.
Host a Marathon.  Whether an all day dance marathon, a 24 hour lock-in/fast, or a rock-a-thon in rocking chairs, have youth get sponsorships on an hourly basis.  If your group is really IN to something right now, see if you can make that interest/hobby into a fund-raising, marathon event.  Perhaps a free-throw marathon where sponsors pay by number of throws or pay double for difficult shots.

Become the Prize.  If your group raises a certain amount of funds, you'll shave your head.  Or kiss a pig.  Or go to the mall in whatever clothes your kids pick out for you.  (Better yet, talk someone else who is looked up to into this role!)  For a few moments of embarrassment, you'll be surprised how motivated your group will be to raise funds!


